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ISSUES OF
TOMORROW
Our world is changing fast, while ambitions and
challenges match in importance. In this context design can
play a huge role. How do we imagine the world to be? What
range of possibilities we haven’t discovered yet? What could
architecture become for a world in crisis? What is not
architecture yet? In 2020 we started a second phase of
competitions to address the issues of tomorrow.
In line with our style we propose 9+1 themes – ten critical
topics to work on. This time they come with a framework to
make sure that each theme is explored from different design
angles. Rather than a program, a research ecosystem
composed of various competitions running in parallel and
exploring the same theme from different perspectives.
Our exploration journey continues now with theme one, a
special step in our research program: Living Together
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Theme One:
LIVING TOGETHER
Every year typically has a few defining moments, but the
year 2020 have contained so far, several world-changing
and paradigm-shifting developments. This year has become
a global milestone, marked with important social and
political events: the black lives matter movement, racial
unrest, the global refugee’s crisis, gender equality fight,
Brexit and the COVID 19 Pandemics, all prove that 2020
holds a unique potential to change the world.
A crisis on this scale can reorder society in dramatic
ways and all these are world-shattering events whose farranging consequences we can only begin to imagine today.
How cities will adapt in reaction to these events, it is the
main focus of this research.
History shows the aftermath of world events have
brought about radical transformations for societies. Some
events only last a moment, others drag on for years, but
there are points in history that we can’t help but look back
on as signalling a major change in how we live, work, think,
and even view other people.
An inclusive society aims at empowering and promoting
the social, economic, and political inclusion of all,
irrespective of age, gender, disability, race, ethnicity,
language, origin, religion, economic, or other status. It is a
society that leaves no one behind. Inclusion is ultimately
about the dignity and worth of every person, which is the
backbone of all human rights.
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There is a pressing need to develop societies that
embrace diversity and pluralism in the face of the many
deep structural inequities and exclusion that persist in
countries and regions across the world.
Inclusive Society is in line with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) number 1, 4, 10, 11
and 16. While most of SDG might look distant from design,
others are directly dependent from it.
The cities diversity has taken a new dimension. In recent
years, designers and developers have been encouraged to
think more about inclusive cities. Accessible design, usable
and inclusive design, and universal design are all
approaches to design that can result in products that are
easier for everyone to use. Such concepts apply across the
entirety of built environment, including not only buildings,
transport infrastructure, public space and parks, but also to
key products, services and facilities that help improve the
experience of urban life. Consequently, opening up the city
to all by making it inclusive for all urban residents will
involve a wide array of different types of designers, each of
whom will benefit from collaborating across disciplines and
working with experts in a range of technologies or on
designs that extend beyond their traditional spheres of
interest.
Making our society more inclusive has both economic
and social benefits – but how do we get there? Despite wide
recognition and commitment, building inclusive cities
remains a challenge. It is time for designers to evolve and
develop new shared typologies which move beyond the idea
of sharing as a social commodity towards an inclusive
culture which values diversity.
Living Together is a compilation of design challenges
that aim to promote inclusion in different perspectives.
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30 KEY WORDS
The question now is how to make the concept of social
inclusion operational but keeping the diversity and
uniqueness of each individual in mind. In view of this, we are
promptly questioning our lifestyle and the framework
designed to support it. Non Architecture and its partners
want to play their part by involving the design community in
a series of explorative initiatives. By reflecting upon specific
topics, we aim at generating dialogue and mutual
inspiration on ideas.
In particular, Non Architecture and all the supporting
organizations collaborated in identifying a range of 30
design issues related to the theme of Living Together.
In relation to Politics:
1. Governmental Buildings,
2. Political use of public space,
3. Citizen Participation in decision-making,
4. Demonstrations & Revolution,
5. Efficiency of management & processes,
6. Security & Law Enforcement,
7. Privacy, Data & Surveillance.
In relation to Society & Culture:
8. Integration of diverse social groups,
9. Interaction between different generations,
10. Sense of belonging & Placemaking,
11. Cultural & Religious diversity,
12. Education and Cultural exchange,
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13. Gentrification,
14. Discrimination & inequalities,
15. Access to services,
16. Public Buildings & Social Gatherings,
17. Support of mentally and physically hill,
18. Co-living,
19. Digital vs physical.
In relation to Economy:
20. Capitalism & privatized spaces / services,
21. Poverty support & Income opportunities,
22. Green Economy,
23. Sharing Economy,
24. Technological development & AI.
In relation to Cities:
25. Accessibility & Land use planning,
26. Mobility and transportation,
27. Informal settlements, Housing and living conditions,
28. Sustainable impact,
29. Resilient Infrastructure & Natural Disasters,
30. Public Space organization & maintenance.
For more insights on these topics you can subscribe to
our newsletter or visit our online journal.
Designers can address one or more of the
aforementioned topics through 3 different competitions.
Each competition frames a specific design approach. The
Non Architecture Competitions for the theme of Living
Together are the following:
• 48h Floorplan Battle - theme released on 17 October
• 2020 Monument
• Future Public Space

6

LIVING TOGETHER

48h Floorplan Battle -

Theme will be released on 17 October 2020
The “48h Floor Plan Battle” is a design competition
developed to explore the creative potential of architectural
design through one of the most basic architectural
drawings: the floor plan. You have 48 hours to develop a
proposal that responds to the program contained in the
extended contest brief, which will only be available when the
battle starts.
Floor plans have been used not only to explain and
communicate architectural designs, but they’re often
adopted as an actual design medium, to test and
communicate ideas with all the involved in the project –
either is the client, engineer or contractor. In architecture, a
floor plan is a drawing to scale, showing a view from above,
of the relationships between rooms, spaces, traffic patterns,
and other physical features at one level of a structure.
This competition is an opportunity to experiment how a
floor plan can communicate a project today. What kind of
design choices can better respond to the issues raised in
the extended brief and how can a two-dimensional drawing
communicate it in the most effective way?
Deliverables: One image (floorplan)
Timeline:
Registration Period: 01 September - 14 October 2020
48h battle: 17 – 18 October 2020
Winners Announcement: 09 – 13 November 2020
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2020 MONUMENT

We ask participants to design a monument, architectural
structure, piece of public art or new programme that
questions the function of a monument in 2020.
A monument can be a statue, building, or other structure
erected to commemorate a notable person or event. The
times are changing as are the ideals, which makes it
necessary to re-evaluate the role of a monuments today.
The idols of the past that symbolized heroism and patriotism
can become the symbols of racism, hatred, and violence.
But in the current days, what is a monument? What in a
moment like this means to have a monument? Which values,
episodes or people are worth commemorating today and in
which form?
As part of the research theme Inclusive Society, we invite
designers to rethink to role of the monument nowadays and
its function, interaction and responsibility towards its society
/ neighbours / users / visitors.
Deliverables: One image (axonometry)
Timeline:
Registration Period: 01 September - 31 October 2020
Submission Deadline: 21 October – 01 November 2020
Winners Announcement: 23 – 27 November 2020
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Future Public Space

In this competition we encourage participants to come
up with visionary concepts for an alternative public space
that embraces today’s challenges – Only 2 drawings,
absolute freedom of scale, site or program. Participants are
asked to propose conceptual ideas for the public space that
will populate our future cities.
Public spaces are an important asset to our cities. They
provide people many opportunities to come together and
engage with the community. Many consider inclusivity and
diversity as a value for public space to be preserved and
protected.
Future Public Space is part of the “Cities of Tomorrow”
competition series, developed to reimagine urban life
through a variety of creative design concepts and ideas.
What kind of role can we play as designers in reimagining
urban life? How can we produce new inspiring visions to
trigger a discussion around alternative models of urban
living?
Deliverables: two images (presentation image +
functional image)
Timeline:
Registration Period: 01 September - 30 November 2020
Submission Deadline: 30 November 2020
Winners Announcement: 21 - 25 December 2020
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